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INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 

15 Pursuant to 37 CFR 1.97(c), the following information is 
submitted for consideration by the examiner: 

U.S. Patent #4,849.968 
Inventor : Turner 
20 Issued: July 18, 1989 
Filed: Mar 4, 1988 

This patent discloses a packet buffer management system for 
managing memory in a multicast network where there is a 
single transmitter and multiple receivers. Multicast 
25 environments are known to have increased memory requirements 
because a single packet is transmitted to a plurality of 
recipients according to a list. This patent includes a 
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mechanism for marking packets as "excess packets", meaning 
the number of such packets exceeds an allocation percentage 
that can be stored, and a mechanism for dropping these if 
the space is needed for "non-excess" packets (col 2 line 39- 
5 66). There is a packet buffer (col 5 line 36-42), and a 
status block which indicates availability, channel, and 
connection type (col 8 line 15-39). 

U.S. Patent #4,864,560 
10 Inventor: Quinquis et al . 
Issued: Sept 5, 1989 
Filed: June 24, 1988 

This patent discloses a packet buffer memory MP (col 5 line 
1-4), and a priority encoder including a translation memory 
15 (col 5 lines 1-4 and 31-44). 

U.S. Patent #5,016,248 
Inventor: Kudoh et al . 
20 Issued: May 14, 1991 
Filed: Oct 25, 1989 

This patent discloses a packet buffer for storing fixed 
length packet data, including a plurality of queues 
including packet memory availability information (col 4 line 
25 20-59 ). 
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U.S. Patent #5,797,043 
Inventor: Lewis et al . 
Issued: Aug 18, 1999 
Filed: Mar 13, 1996 
5 This patent describes the task switching problem' in 

processing real-time data streams (col 1 lines 57-67), and a. 
PCI bus interface for interleaving data into a shared memory 
(col 6 line 50-67 ) . 

10 U.S. Patent #6,021,132 
Inventor: Muller et al 
Issued: Feb 1, 2000 
Filed: Dec 9, 1997 

This patent discloses a shared memory manager 220 which 
15 tracks memory ownership (col 6 line 52-63). 



U.S. Patent #5,633,865 
20 Inventor: Short 

Issued: May 27, 1997 
Filed: Jul 29, 1996 

This patent discloses a shared memory system for an ethernet 
switch (col 5 line 26-50) which is controlled by a state 
25 machine (col 6 line 27-59) 
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U.S. Patent #6,343,072 
Inventor: Bechtolsheim et al . 
Issued: Jan 29, 2002 
Filed: Dec 31, 1997 
5 This patent discloses a method for an ethernet switch, 

whereby the packet memory is separated into an input queue 
(col 3 lines 21-27), an output queue (col 3 lines 39-55), 
and a header queue (col 3 line 64 - col 4 line 13). 
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